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The partnership between HHC Romania and Autism Services Inc. began as “Bridges for New
Beginnings”, a collaboration that is very close to our hearts, not only because it has been
going on for so many years, but mostly because we joined our forces for the same very
important reason: to improve the lives of the less fortunate children, those with special needs
and without a family to love them.
Therefore, with support from our partner, we managed to organize in 2018 one main event
for children and young people with special needs – The Winter Special Games – in order to
make them feel important, appreciated and loved and treated just like every other child their
age. This year, our friend, Ms.Veronica Federiconi, Chief Executive Officer of Autism
Services, Inc., paid a visit to some of our old services for children with special needs, but also
to a couple of the new ones.

THE FUN WE HAD…
Winter Special Games
More than 130 children and young adults with
special needs from state care services and from
local NGOs participated on Monday, the 19th of
March, in the 18th edition of the Winter Special
Games, on a ski slope in Maramures County. Apart
from the support we received from our long-time
partner, Bridges for New Beginnings, USA, we also
welcomed the involvement of a few local volunteers
from YMCA Baia Mare.
The participants were divided into 10 teams and they all took part in the 7 events of the
competition, all of them organized on the slope. They played football, hopscotch, bowling,
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tug-of-war, relay raced carrying a ball on a spoon,
came sledding down the ski slope and they played
with the parachute. The games ended with the
winners’ ceremony, when all participants received
medals, diplomas and T-shirts. The children and
young adults were very excited to participate in the
event and to spend the day playing in the snow,
competing against each other.
This is the most eagerly anticipated event for these children and young adults with special
needs in the services in Maramures, which has become a tradition for Hope and Homes for
Children Romania and a great opportunity for the participants to see their friends, to exercise
outdoors and to enjoy the attention they receive from the organizers, the volunteers and their
peers.
We hope to continue this event during the years to come and to share in these special children
and young adults’ joy of life.

OUR SPECIAL GUEST…
Our friend, Ms. Veronica Federiconi, Chief Executive Officer of Autism Services, Inc. visited
us this year, between June 30th and July 7th. She had the opportunity to visit a small group
home for children and young adults with special needs, which was one of the first of this kind
that HHC opened in Romania many years ago. Here there is a young adult, Anamaria, whom
Veronica met while she was living in an institution in Maramures County. Anamaria has such
a severe form of hydrocephalus that the doctors estimated she was only going to survive for
a few more months when HHC was closing down that institution. Due to the special care she
received from the staff in the home, Anamaria is still alive today.
Another home that Veronica visited was one for typical children, where we identified some
form of abuse from some of the staff, which resulted in removal of that staff from the home
and the development of safeguarding procedures and activities going forward.
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Among the new services visited by Veronica
was the Transit Centre for Young Adults
Leaving Care, a service developed in 2016 by
HHC Romania in partnership with a large
chain of supermarkets. This service is
designed in such a way that it provides 19
young adults who have exited the state care
system with accommodation and specialist
intervention for a limited period of time (1 year
with possibility to extend this to 2 years, for
good behaviour). Here, each young adult
receives a studio apartment (complete with
cooking area and bathroom), where they can live while they work and save some money, so
that they could be more prepared for independent life.
At the same time, they receive counselling and
advice from the staff working in the service,
which consists of social workers, psychologist
and nurse. They work there a few hours/day
and provide all the support the young adults
need in their daily activities, from advice on
healthy eating to support in finding better
employment. Although the young adults have
to pay some money as rent, the amount is very
small compared to what they would have to pay
in a regular apartment, which allows them to
save some money and eventually move away to different accommodation.
While in Romania, Veronica had the opportunity to be present at the opening ceremony of
one small group home in Bistrita County, a service developed by HHC Romania as a result
of closing down an institution there. The event brought together all partners involved in the DI
process – state authorities, HHC Romania and the main sponsor JYSK Romania, which
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provided all the furniture and decorations
for the home. For the closure of this
institution, another two homes were opened
along with this one, to house a total of 42
children and young adults aged between 3
and 19 years. This was the 104th home that
HHC has built during 20 years of activity in
Romania and we hope to be able to provide
even more children with the family
environment they deserve.
During her visit, Ms. Federiconi also spent
some time speaking with Bianca Stegeran,
Deputy National Director and Stefan
Darabus, Regional Director, Central &
Southern
Europe
about
the
main
achievements and challenges that HHC
Romania has undergone during the past
years.
We are more than grateful for all the support
provided to us over the years by Autism
Services, Inc. and by Ms. Veronica
Federiconi and we are hopeful that the partnership between our organisations will endure for
many years to come, so that together we will be able to make a difference in the lives of
disadvantaged children and young adults in Romania.
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